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HIGHLIGHTS 
December 18 - 24, 2005 


Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 

Ss tormy weather returned to the Northwest following 

a brief lull, maintaining favorable moisture reserves 
for winter grains and boosting high-elevation snow packs. 
Early in the week, cold air trapped east of the Cascades 
resulted in widespread snow and freezing rain across the 
interior Northwest. However, warmer weather gradually 
accompanied the onslaught of Pacific storminess, eroding 
Northwestern winter wheat's protective snow cover. 
Farther south, warm, dry weather promoted winter 
fieldwork in southern California and the Southwest, 


(Continued on page 7) 








Contents 


December 20 Drought Monitor & 
U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook 

National Weather Data for Selected Cities 

Extreme Maximum & Minimum Temperature Maps 

Temperature Departure Map 

Nationai Agricultural Summary & Snow Cover Map 

international Weather and Crop Summary 

2005 Bulletin Index 

Subscription Information 














Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin December 28, 2005 








U.S. Drougnt Monitor Pecember,20; 2005 


Drought intensity: Drought impact Types: 

[=] DO Abnormally Dry tf” Delineates dominant impacts 
#2 D1 Drought - Moderate A= Agricultural (crops, pastures, 
[II] D2 Drought - Severe grasslands) 
D3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water) 

3 D4 Drought - Exceptional 


_ USDA & 
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. PI wean Niovocet masque conser 
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary | 
for forecast statements. 














Released Thursday, December 22, 2005 
http: /fdrought.unl.edu/dm Author: Mark Svoboda and Brian Fuchs; NDMC 











U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook 
Through March 2006 
Released December 15, 2005 
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KE Y: Persist 


Drought to persist or 
Ea g p Some 


intensify Improvement Sceonci™ 


, Drought ongoing, some Depicts general, large-scale trends based on subjectively derived probabilities 
Bi improvement guided by numerous indicators, including short- and long-range statistical and 
dynamical forecasts. Short-term events -- such as individual storms -- cannot be 
fo Drought likely to improve, accurately forecast more that a few days in advance, so use caution if using this 
impacts ease outlook for applications -- such as crops — that can be affected by such events. 
"Ongoing" drought areas are schmatically approximated from the Drought Monitor 
« Drought development (D1 to D4). For weekly drought updates, see the latest Drought Monitor map and 
likely text. NOTE: the green improvement areas imply at least a 1-category improvement 
in the Drought Monitor intensity levels, but do not necessarily imply drought 
elimination. 
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Weather Data for the W er 24, 2005 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 


STATES TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION 





TS Ue Hive 
NUMBER OF DAYS 


AND TEMP. ‘F] PRECIP 


STATIONS 





AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE DECO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE DECO1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 








BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 

NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 

YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
ALAMOSA 

CO SPRINGS 
DENVER INTL 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
PENSACOLA 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 

WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
COLUMBUS 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 
HILO 
HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 
LIHUE 

BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
CONCORDIA 
DODGE CITY 
GOODLAND 49 
TOPEKA 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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Not Available 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 24, 2005 


STATES TEMPERATURE ‘F PRECIPITATION AY 
AND PERCENT (TEMP. F| PRECIP 











STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE DECO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE DECO1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 





WICHITA 
JACKSON 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MUSKEGON 
TRAVERSE CITY 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 

CUT BANK 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 31 
MANSFIELD 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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Not Available 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 24, 2005 


; NUMBER OF DAYS | 
STATES TEMPERATURE ‘F PRECIPITATION Oe 


AND PERCENT | TEMP. ‘F] PRECIP 


STATIONS 











AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 

MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
4 FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE DECO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE DECO1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 








1 


be | 
a 
= 
i ee 90 AND ABOVE 


TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 

ASTORIA 

BURNS 

EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 

SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 

ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 

SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 

AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 

SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 

WACO 

WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 

YAKIMA 

BECKLEY 39 
CHARLESTON 43 
ELKINS 40 
HUNTINGTON 43 
EAU CLAIRE 26 
GREEN BAY 25 
LA CROSSE 26 
MADISON 26 
MILWAUKEE 27 
CASPER 39 
CHEYENNE 41 
LANDER 36 
SHERIDAN 40 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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Not Available 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 


DEC 18 - 24, 2005 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary data 


HAWAIIAN IS. 
84 


Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 


DEC 18 - 24, 2005 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary data 
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Weekly We 





(Continued from front cover) 
where weekly temperatures averaged as 
much as 12°F above normal. Mild weather 


ather and Crop Bulietin 





Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


DEC 18 - 24, 2005 





also returned to the nation's mid-section, 
easing livestock stress across the Plains and 
Midwest. However, mid- to late-week 
warmth also further stressed pastures and 
winter grains on the southern Plains and 
reduced the coverage of snow cover across 
the northern and central High Plains. 
Toward week's end, mild weather briefly 
reached the Great Lakes States, although 
weekly temperatures averaged as much as 
6°F below normal and an extensive snow 
cover persisted. On December 24-25, rain 
and snow showers overspread areas from the 
Midwest to New England in conjunction 


we 

with a developing storm. Elsewhere, cool, oe 
dry weather prevailed for much of the week across the South, 
although early-week showers lingered in the southern 
Atlantic States and mixed precipitation (freezing drizzle and 
light rain and snow showers) affected areas west of the Delta. 
The chilly weather generally benefited Southeastern orchards 
by providing chill hours and helping to cold harden trees. At 
week's end (December 24-25), locally heavy showers and 
thunderstorms developed across the Southeast. 





Early in the week, very cold weather lingered across the 
interior Northwest. On December 18, daily-record lows 
were set in locations such as Wisdom, MT (-37°F), and 
Olympia, WA (13°F). In Idaho, Challis reported below- 
normal daily average temperatures on 31 consecutive days 
from November 18 - December 18. Elsewhere in Idaho, 
Burley’s temperatures stayed below the freezing mark (32°F) 
on 16 consecutive days (December 3-18) through week’s end, 
its fourth longest such streak on record behind 38 days in 
January-February 1949, 22 days in December 1985, and 17 
days in January-February 1985. Pocatello, ID, remained 
below 32°F for 17 days in a row (December 3-19), its longest 
such streak since 19 days of sub-freezing weather in 
December 1990 - January 1991. Meanwhile, mild, showery 
weather arrived along the West Coast. In California, daily- 
record rainfall totals for December 18 included 2.29 inches in 
Ukiah and 1.76 inches in Sacramento. Elsewhere in 
California, 24-hour rainfall totals on December 17-18 reached 
6.77 inches in Uvas Canyon Park, Santa Clara County, and 
7.46 inches in Big Sur. On the 18” in Nevada, Reno 
achieved a daily-record precipitation total (0.85 inch, 
including 3.6 inches of snow), while Winnemucca netted a 
daily-record snowfall (5.5 inches). Two days later, Reno 
notched a daily-record high of 63°F, while records for 
December 20 in California included 70°F in Fresno and 85°F 
in La Mesa. In fact, more than 150 daily-record highs were 
set during the week across the western half of the nation. In 
southern California, Riverside notched a high of 90°F on 
December 21. Toward week’s end, warmth expanded across 
the Plains and the Midwest, resulting in daily-record highs in 
locations such as Goodland, KS (69°F on December 22), and 
Eau Claire, WI (45°F on December 23). It was the warmest 
Christmas Eve on record in locations such as Yuma, AZ 
(81°F), and Glenwood, NM (72°F). 








NW 


Ve : =— ee a aie 

In many places, gusty winds accompanied the warming 
trend. In eastern Colorado, December 23 wind gusts 
peaked at 69 m.p.h. in Cheyenne Wells and 62 m.p.h. in 
Burlington. A day later, a storm arriving along the Pacific 
Coast resulted in western Oregon wind gusts to 93 m.p.h. 
at Sea Lion Caves and 76 m.p.h. in Florence. Farther east, 
however, chilly, occasionally wintry weather stubbornly 
clung for several days. South Bend, IN, recorded a high 
temperature of 10°F on December 19, followed the next day 
by a 1.6-inch snowfall in Oklahoma City, OK. By 
December 23, though, Louisville, KY, noted its first 
warmer-than-normal day since November 28. Meanwhile in 
northern Florida, a lingering dose of chilly air produced 
December 23 lows of 21°F in Cross City and 23°F in 
Tallahassee. At week’s end, milder, showery conditions 
also arrived in the South, where rainfall totals for the 24 
hours ending 7 a.m. EST on December 25 ranged from | to 
2 inches in locations such as Lafayette, LA, Tupelo, MS, 
and Albany, GA. 


Warm, breezy, and mostly dry weather prevailed in Hawaii. 
December 18 featured the month’s highest wind gusts in 
Hawaiian locations such as Kahului, Maui (49 m.p.h.), 
and Lihue, Kauai (43 m.p.h.). On the Big Island, Hilo 
clocked its highest wind gust (33 m.p.h.) of the month to 


date on December 23. A daily-record high (87°F on 
December 18) was reported in Lihue, where the December 
1-24 rainfall of 0.07 inch (2 percent of normal) remained on 
a pace to break its December 1985 record low of 0.51 inch. 
Elsewhere, month-to-date rainfall totaled just 0.12 inch (5 
percent of normal) in Kahului and 0.37 inch (17 percent) in 
Honolulu, Oahu. Farther north, mild but frequently stormy 
weather prevailed in much of Alaska, where weekly 
temperatures averaged as much as 15°F above normal. 
Daily-record highs were set in several Alaskan locations; 
both Wrangell (50°F) and Petersburg (48°F) posted 
records for December 21. Elsewhere in southern Alaska, 
month-to-date (December 1-24) precipitation totaled 12.56 
inches (213 percent of normal) in Valdez, 10.04 inches (173 
percent) in Kodiak, and 6.29 inches (149 percent) in 
Juneau. However, in part due to persistent warmth, 
Juneaw’s December 1-24 snowfall totaled just 3.7 inches 
(24 percent of normal). 
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December 


- 25, 2005 


Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Above-normal temperatures prevailed from the 
Pacific Coast to the Great Plains and western Corn 
Belt, while temperatures averaged below normal 
from the Mississippi Delta and central Corn Belt to 
the Atlantic Coast. Heavy rain and snowfall in the 
Pacific Northwest maintained abundant snow cover 
for winter wheat in the region, while warm, dry 
conditions in the Southwest aided fieldwork, 
including cotton harvest. Dry weather in the 
southern Great Plains further worsened the 
condition of winter wheat and pastures. in the 
northern Great Plains, a week of warm, dry 
conditions eroded much of the snow cover 
protecting winter wheat in the region. Cool weather 
in the Southeast benefited fruit orchards by 


providing chill hours and helping to harden trees 
against cold weather. Across the Midwest, the 
winter wheat crop maintained its protective snow 
cover despite warm weather during the week. 


In Florida, cool weather slowed growth of vegetable 
crops but helped citrus crops achieve dormency, 
with harvest of both progressing rapidly. Arizona’s 
cotton harvest advanced to 96 percent complete, 
while vegetable growers shipped a variety of 
produce. Wet weather in California hindered small 
grain planting but was favorable for acreage already 
planted. Sugarbeet planting and citrus and 
vegetable harvests were active. 











Snow Depth 


(Inches) 








a Major wheat area 
Minor wheat area 


Values >=10 are printed in a larger font 


Snow depth at 12Z 


The NWS cooperative network is the principal 
source of the snow depth reports 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILI 


AAT TRL RE ES LP TE TE RT TS SE TENE DA TENS AIS SEMLT LINAS 





December 27, 2005 
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December 18 - 24, 2005 
International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB 


HIGHLIGHTS 


EUROPE: Unfavorably dry weather in western Europe SOUTH AFRICA: Light to moderate showers brought some 
contrasted with cool, unsettled conditions in northern and __ relief from dryness to the western corn belt. 
eastern growing areas. 





EASTERN ASIA: Cold, dry weather continued across winter 
FSU-WESTERN: Unseasonably warm weather continued to growing areas, where winter wheat and rapeseed are well 
favor dormant winter grains in Russia. hardened. 


MIDDLE EAST: Widespread rain and snow benefited semi- SOUTHEAST ASIA: Monsoon showers maintain abundant 
dormant winter grains in Turkey, while late-week rain in Syria__ moisture supplies for Indonesian rice and oil palm. 
and Iran provided much-needed moisture for winter grain 


establishment. BRAZIL: Much-needed rain covered the southern soybean 


belt. 
AUSTRALIA: Dry weather favors winter grain harvesting and 
early summer crop development. ARGENTINA: Seasonable warmth and dryness fostered 
winter wheat harvesting but reduced moisture for summer crop 
NORTHWEST AFRICA: Rain replenished topsoil moisture _ establishment in southwestern growing areas. 
for emerging winter grains in Morocco, while drier conditions 
promoted winter wheat development in Algeria and Tunisia. 








EUROPE J 

A stagnant weather pattern maintained unfavorably dry weather in 

western Europe, while bringing additional precipitation to central 

and eastern growing areas. A pair of cold fronts brought light to 

moderate rain and snow (10-25 mm of liquid equivalent) to much of 

northern and eastern Europe. In Poland, where much of the 

precipitation fell as snow, the 4" consecutive week of unsettled 

weather further alleviated long-term moisture deficits and 

reestablished a protective snow cover for winter grains. 

Precipitation fell mostly as rain in northern Germany, melting the 

5 a area’s snowpack but maintaining adequate topsoil moisture for 
fet. } y {\ dormant winter grains. Lighter showers in England sustained 
o's ray ze adequate moisture reserves for winter wheat and _ barley. 
ugh , a io _¢ Meanwhile, a strong area of high pressure centered over western 

Pe oA yim a "7 \ % France maintained dry, cool weather (3-5 degrees C below normal) 
} a By across much of western Europe. The recent dryness on the Iberian 

§ on Peninsula has raised concerns over developing drought, although a 





K 


storm was spreading precipitation into Portugal and Spain on 

Ao yout, December 26 (more information on this storm will appear in next 
tae / weeks bulletin.) Elsewhere, dry weather promoted late fieldwork 
10 3 in Italy, while occasional rain and snow (10-25 mm of liquid 
“pst (Qe equivalent) in the Balkans maintained adequate to abundant 


adic - moisture supplies for overwintering crops. 


¢  SEUROPE} 
Tat Precipitattn in (mm) 
DEC 18 - 24, 2008 <C> 
eye. 
—~ } ra 
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Pa PO glee Unseasonably mild weather continued throughout Russia, 
Region _——s es with weekly temperatures averaging | to 5 degrees C above 
—— i normal. The mild weather continued to provide favorable 
overwintering conditions for winter grains. Colder weather 
overspread Ukraine, bringing light snow. By the end of the 
week, most winter wheat areas in Ukraine and the Southern 
Region in Russia had a light snow cover. Elsewhere in 
Russia, extreme maximum temperatures ranged from 0 to 
5 degrees C, causing some melting of protective snow cover. 
Widespread precipitation (10-25 mm or more of liquid 
equivalent) fell across the Central and western Volga Regions 
in Russia, while l:ght if any precipitation was observed in 
Belarus. 
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Le MIDDLE EAST 2 
Widespread rain and snow benefited semi-dormant winter 
grains in Turkey, while late-week rain in Syria and Iran 
provided much-needed moisture for winter grain 
establishment. A pronounced southward dip in the jet stream 
maintained cool, unsettled weather across much of Turkey. 
Light to moderate rain and snow (5-25 mm or more of liquid 
equivalent, locally exceeding 50 mm) boosted moisture 
reserves, although more snow will be needed during the 
upcoming weeks to provide sufficient insulation against 
potential winterkill. Farther east, a late-week storm brought 
—, locally heavy rain (5-25 mm or more) to Syria and 
a ae ‘ f northwestern Iran. The precipitation provided much-needed 
as IDDLE/ RAST, ol topsoil moisture for emerging winter wheat, which had gone 
wee" over a month without significant rainfall. However, much of 
northwestern Iran remains devoid of snow cover, leaving 
crops vulnerable to extreme cold. 








| AUSTRALIA | 

Scattered, light showers (generally less than 10 mm) fell 

across western and southeastern Australia. The rain caused 

coe ve only brief delays in winter wheat and barley harvesting and 

: Ne had little if any negative impact on the quality of the mature 

winter grains. In northern New South Wales and southern 

Queensland, dry, warm weather aided summer crop 

development but increased evaporation rates. Temperatures 

throughout Australia averaged between 1 and 3 degrees C 
above normal. 
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| NORTHWESTERN AFRICA aks - JORTHWEST AFRICA 
T8¥Gl"Precipiation (mm) “ad Rain provided much-needed topsoil moisture for emerging 

a a ‘é “ winter grains in Morocco, while drier weather and seasonable 

ATLANTIC ‘a ’ ‘ temperatures promoted winter wheat emergence and 
— 3 fs development in Algeria and Tunisia. Strong onshore flow in 
¢ MERKTERACOEA Morocco triggered locally moderate to heavy rain (10-25 mm, 

OR sea : 

ALGERI \ ti, locally 25-100 mm) across most primary wheat areas, 
TUNISIA - \ EES increasing topsoil moisture for emerging winter grains after 
06 Be several weeks of unfavorably dry weather. Farther east, drier 


weather in the wake of last week’s heavy rain promoted winter 
CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 4 UBYA “iQ wheat establishment and development in Algeria and Tunisia. 
To date, much of northwest A frica has received near- to above- 
normal rainfall since the onset of the rainy season (October), in 


sharp contrast to last year’s recurring, untimely dryness in 
Morocco. 











par "SOUMMAPREA. ee 
Scattered showers (10-25 mm or more) overspread the corn 
belt, increasing topsoil moisture levels for summer crop 
germination. The rainfall was especially welcomed in North 
West and neighboring locations of Free State that have been dry 
recently, and could possibly encourage some additional 
planting. Elsewhere, rain (10-25 mm or more) boosted 
moisture levels for sugarcane and other agriculture in KwaZulu 
Natal, but mostly dry weather dominated the Cape Provinces. 
However, unseasonably mild weather (1-3 degrees C below 
normal, with highs in the upper 20s and lower 30s degrees C) 
reduced crop irrigation requirements. 
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Cold, dry weather continued throughout most major winter growing 
areas. Little, if any, snow cover existed over winter wheat on the 
North China Plain, however, temperatures were not cold enough to 
impact unprotected dormant wheat. 











| SOUTHEAST ASIA | 
Monsoon showers (25-100 mm, locally more) maintained abundant 
moisture supplies for vegetative rice in Java. In Sumatra and 
Malaysia, more heavy showers (50-100 mm) slowed oil palm 
harvesting and kept moisture reserves high. Drier weather eased 
flooding in the northeastern Philippines, while heavy showers (100- 
200 mm or more) caused flooding across Mindanao. Drier weather 
prevailed in the Central Highlands of Vietnam aiding drydown of 
harvested coffee beans. 
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BRAZIL 

Total Precipitation (mm) reserves for establishment of soybeans in previously 
DEC 18 - 24, 2005 dry southern growing areas (Rio Grande do Sul to Sao 
Paulo and Mato Grosso do Sul), which have been 
plagued by a pattern of sporadic rainfall for most of the 
planting season. In Sao Paulo, the rainfall was also 
beneficial for developing sugarcane and citrus. 
Elsewhere, moderate to heavy showers (25-100 mm or 
SS 2 A Yer~S more) continued in key soybean areas from Mato 
—amarenes—— se ae fy | Grosso to Minas Gerais, but drier weather returned to 
—s er : Brazil’s northeastern interior, including crop areas in 
and around western Bahia. Seasonably warm weather 
(highs in the lower and middle 30s degrees C) 
promoted summer crop growth throughout the region, 
although highs exceeding 35 degrees C prior to the 
rainfall may have locally imposed a brief period of 
stress on emerging soybeans in Rio Grande do Sul. 
Soybean planting should be virtually complete in most 

major production areas. 


PACIFIC 








28: = Mostly dry, seasonably warm weather (highs in the 
PACIFIC ae S ; Zt lower and middle 30s degrees C) dominated 
OCEAN Sas i / Argentina’s southwestern growing areas (La Pampa, 
western Buenos Aires, and southern Cordoba), 
promoting the harvest of winter wheat but reducing 
topsoil moisture for germination and establishment of 
summer grains and oilseeds. The dryness extended 
northeastward across northern Buenos Aires and Entre 
Rios, but scattered showers (10-25 mm or more) 
boosted topsoil moisture levels elsewhere in central 
Argentina, including recently dry growing areas of 
northern Cordoba and southeastern Buenos Aires. In 
northern Argentina, showers (10-25 mm, locally 
exceeding 50 mm) maintained moisture reserves for 
germination and early development of cotton and other 
summer crops. According to Argentina’s Agricultural 
Secretariat (SAGPyA), corn and soybeans were 87 and 
83 percent planted, respectively, as of December 22, 
about 5 percentage points behind last season’s planting 
pace for both crops. SAGPyA also reported that winter 
wheat was 58 percent harvested, compared with 


ARGENTINA 61 percent last year. 
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Satellite Image of Southwestern Storm, February 11 
Satellite Image of Eastern Storm, February 28 
Satellite Image of Eastern Storm, April 2 
Satellite Image of Central Rockies and Plains Snow Cover, April 12 
Monthly Record Lows, May 1-4 
Map of Extreme Minimum Temperatures, April 27 - May 4 
Satellite Image of Tropical Storm Arlene, June 11 
Number of Days with Maximum Temperatures > 95°F, June 19 - 26 
Satellite Image of Arizona Wildfire, June 26 
Number of Days with Maximum Temperatures > 95°F, June 19 - July 3 
Satellite Image of Tropical Storms Cindy and Dennis, July 6 
Satellite Image of Hurricane Dennis, July 10 
Satellite Image of Hurricane Emily, July 19 
Maps of Extreme Maximum Temperatures, July 23 and 24 
Heat Wave Records, June-July 
Percent of Normal Precipitation & Temperature Departure Maps, April-June . 
Maps of Extreme Maximum Temperatures, July 25 and 26 
Number of July Days with Maximum Temperatures > 95°F and 100°F 
Tracks of Tropical Storm Cindy and Hurricane Dennis 
Satellite Image of Hurricane Irene, August 15 
Satellite Image of Hurricane Katrina, August 29 
Satellite Image of Maria, Nate, and Ophelia, September 7 
Track of Hurricane Katrina and Cotton, Sugarcane, and Broiler Areas 
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U.S. Summaries: 
“2004 U.S. Weather Review” 
“2004 U.S. Fieldwork Highlights” 
“2004 U.S. Crop Production Highlights” 
“Western Precipitation Records and Information” 
“New York City Snowfall Update” 
“U.S. Prospective Planting Highlights” 
“Record Rains Drench Parts of the Southeast” 
“Small Grains 2005 Summary” 
“Freeze Injury Potential in U.S. Winter Wheat Areas, December 7-9” 
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International Summary: 
“2005/06 Winter Grain Prospects in the Northern Hemisphere” 
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